
 
 

 
 
24 August 2020 
 
 
 
Kia Ora, 
 
 
The Prime Minister’s announcement that Auckland will remain at Level 3 until Sunday, when it moves 
to Level 2, would have been palatable if Auckland’s business events sector had the opportunity to 
move forward as well. Unfortunately, this is not the case. Staying at Level 2 with no opportunity for 
any kind of gathering above 10 is nothing short of heartbreaking and catastrophic for the country’s 
largest city.  
 
Yet again, this industry faces uncertainty. Yet again we need to endure lack of targeted and 
meaningful support from the Government. This isn’t sustainable. It’s not only affecting our industry but 
also health and personal relationships.  
 
CINZ will continue to seek clarity from Government on issues such as clear guidelines on the ability to 
meet. Our “Safe Meetings” guidelines under Alert Level 2, which enable meetings up to 100 
attendees, have been given to the Ministry of Health and we await feedback. 
 
The only light I can find for our sector is that lead and planning time is on our side. In the short term, 
we are unable to operate as we need to, but hopefully this doesn’t feed any negativity with 
customers.  Instead they view this delay as simply an extension of the planning process. 
 
While our thoughts turn to those who have been hospitalised and their families, our thoughts must 
also turn to each other. This a terrifying time from many perspectives. Let’s continue to find ways to 
stay connected, find certainty and hope this long tail is maintained and managed as quickly as 
possible. 
 
I want to thank Ceillhe Sperath from Time Unlimited Tours for sharing a saying from the late, great Sir 
James Henare, “we've gone too far forward to ever go back”. Thank you Ceillhe, I take great comfort 
from that. 
 
Kia kaha everyone 
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